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“ʻĀ, Meleane!” Ko Tili eni hoku tokouá ‘oku tuʻu pē ʻo sio hifo kia au mo e mata 
hohaʻaá. “Naʻá ku fafangu koé he naʻá ke hēhē‘ia.”

Naʻe teʻeki ke u fuʻu ʻā lelei pea teʻeki ke mole kātoa atu ‘a e meʻa naʻá ku misi 
ki aí. “Kātaki heʻeku fakaʻaaki koé! Naʻá ku toe kaikaila heʻeku mohé?” ko ‘eku 
‘eke angé ia.

Naʻe kamo ‘io mai ‘a Tili. Naʻá ne sio fakamamaʻu mai kia au peá ne ʻeke mai, 
“ʻOkú ke fie talanoa mai hoʻo misí? ‘Okú ke manatuʻi ‘a e meʻa naʻá ke misi ki aí?”

Naʻá ku kuikui ke ʻoua te u sio ki ai. Naʻe ʻikai te u fie manatu au ki ai. Ko e 
meʻa moʻoni pē ia, pea ko e taimi kotoa pē ‘oku ou kuikui aí, ‘oku ou toe sio loto 
pē au ki he meʻa ko ia naʻe hoko totonu he ngaahi māhina kuo hilí.
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Na‘á ku sio holo he loki ‘okú ma nofo ai mo Tilí ‘o u fakakaukau ‘oku kehe ‘a 
e me‘a kotoa. ‘Oku lahi ‘a Tili ‘ia au ‘aki ‘a e ta‘u ‘e taha. Ko ʻeku tamai Nuʻu Silá, 
Teti Sione, naʻe ʻalu ange ki Tonga he hili ‘a e mālōlō ‘eku ongo mātuʻá he peau 
kulá mo e haveki homau ʻapi ʻi Niuatoputapú, ʻo ‘omai au ke u nofo ‘i Nuʻu Sila. 
Peá u hoko ai ko hono ʻōfefine siʻisiʻi tahá, ‘o ohi au ki he fāmilí ‘o hangē ko e anga 
faka-Tongá mo faka-Haʻamoá. Naʻe mahino ‘aupito eni ki heʻeku faʻē Haʻamoá he 
naʻe mālōlō foki hono kāinga he peau kula fakalilifu ko iá. ‘Oku ou nofo he ‘api ‘i 
Māngere, ‘Okalani Saute, pea ‘oku tuʻu mavahe pē mei he kaungāʻapí.

Ko homau fāmilí ‘oku tuifio – ko ʻeku tamaí ko e Tonga pea ko ʻeku faʻeé ko 
e Haʻamoa. Ko e ngaahi fāmili ʻe niʻihi homau feituʻú ‘oku fio pē mo kinautolu. 
Hangē ko e ngaahi fāmili Pasifika tokolahi, ‘oku ‘i ai homau kāinga ‘oku mau 
nofo. ‘I hoku fāmilí, ‘oku mau nofo mo e faʻē ‘eku tamaí, Meleane Lupe, ʻoku taʻu 
valuua, ‘a ia ‘oku fakahingoa au ki aí. ‘Oku mau nofo foki mo Ngalu, ko hoku 
kāsini, mei Haʻamoa. ‘Oku lolotonga ako ia he ʻunivēsití.

Naʻá ku sio hake kia Tili peá u fanafana atu. “Okú ke fie fanongo moʻoni ki ai?”
“ʻUnu atu,” ko Tili mai ia. Naʻá ku nga‘unu ki he tafa‘aki mohenga ki he holisí 

pea tokoto hifo ‘a Tili hoku tafaʻakí, ‘o fusi hake ‘a e kafú, ‘o kole mai ke u tala 
ange pe ko e hā ‘oku ou faʻa tangi ai he‘eku mohé. “Kapau pē ‘okú ke pehē ‘e 
tokoni kia koe.”
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Naʻá ku kuikui leva. Naʻe fakaʻaaki au he 
pongipongi ko iá ʻe ha fuʻu longoaʻa ‘o hangē ha 
ʻuʻulu ‘o ha ngaahi mĪsini motopaiki ʻe lauteaú. 
Naʻá ku puna mei he mohengá ‘o lele ki tuʻa mo e 
ilifia lahi. Naʻá ku sio takai holo mo e tetetete ke 
vakai pe ko e longoaʻá mei fē, peá u sio atu ki he 
meʻa fakailifia taha kuó u sio mo fanongo ai. Ko e 
fuʻu peau eni hangē ha fuʻu tauá, ‘oku māʻolunga 
ange he niú, ‘oku vilo fakahangatonu mai pē 
kiate au. ‘Oku hangē ‘oku nifo ‘ataá pē pea toe 
ngungulu hangē ha fuʻu manu fekaí. Naʻá ku ‘ilo 
‘oku lolotonga fāngota he hakaú ‘eku tamaí pea 
ko ʻeku faʻeé ‘oku lolotonga huʻi ‘ene louʻakau 
kie naʻe tau ke fakahinehina he tafé he vahaʻa 
‘o e motu lahí, Niuatoputapu, mo e kiʻi motu ko 
Hunganga. Ko hoku ongo tuongaʻané, ‘a Sione 
mo Palu, ‘okú na taʻu tahaua mo tahafā, ‘okú 
na nofo naua ‘i Tongatapu ‘ia Sēini, ko e tokoua 
‘emau faʻeé, ‘o ako kolisi ai.

Ko e pō kimu‘á he‘emau kai efiafí, naʻa mau 
talanoa ki he meʻa ʻe fai ‘e heʻeku ongo mātuʻá 
he pongipongí. Ko e meʻa ia naʻe ‘ikai ai ke ʻi ai ha 
taha ʻi ʻapi heʻeku ʻā haké.

Naʻá ku lele mate ke u moʻui ‘o tō foʻohifo, 
mahalo ko e maile nai ‘e taha ki loto fonua, ‘o 
tangi pē mo fakatau ʻeku mānavá. Ko e ‘aho ia 
naʻe mole ai ʻeku ongo mātuʻá, he naʻá na tafia 
fakatouʻosi. Ko e ngata ia ‘o ʻeku moʻui ‘e taha 
kae kamata ‘a e moʻui foʻou he fonua mamaʻo.
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Ko hoku hingoá ko Meleane Lupe. Ko hoku taʻu hongofulu eni. Naʻá ku 
lolotonga nofo mo ʻeku ongo mātuʻá, ko Solo mo Nūnia Tongia, he kolo lahi 
ko ia ‘o Niuatoputapú. Naʻá ku lolotonga Kalasi 6 he Lautohi Puleʻanga ‘a 
Hihifó. Naʻa mau nofo he fale papa ʻo ofi pē ki tahi. Ko e taimi ko ē ‘oku ʻikai 
ke u ‘alu ai ki he akó, pe tokoni ki he‘eku ongo mātuʻá, naʻá ku lahi nofo pē he 
taimi ʻahó he matātahí. Ko e tuku pē ‘a e akó, ‘oku ou ‘i tahi ‘o pō keviki pe ko 
e fakasiosio he fanga kiʻi taputoputá, he mamaha ‘a e tahí, ha fanga kiʻi meʻa 
moʻui te u ‘ilo ai. Naʻá ku saiʻia ʻaupito he nofo he motú. Ka kuo liliu fakaʻaufuli 
ʻeku moʻuí he ‘osi ko ia ‘a e peau kulá.
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Naʻe fakafanongo fakamātoato ʻa Tili 
ki heʻeku fakamatala ki he anga ʻo ʻeku 
moʻui ʻi Tongá. Naʻe fāʻeleʻi pē ia mo tupu 
hake ʻi Nuʻu Sila pea neongo kuo ‘eva tuʻo 
taha ki Tonga pea tuʻo ua ki Haʻamoa, ka 
kuo teʻeki aʻu ia ki he motu ‘ema tamaí, 
he ko e taha ia ‘o e ngaahi motu mamaʻo 
taha he ‘Otu Tongá.

Mahalo naʻá ne fanongo pē ʻi hoku 
leʻó ‘a ‘eku fakamaʻumaʻu ‘eku tangí 
heʻeku talanoa ki heʻeku ongo mātuʻa 
‘i Niuatoputapú, he fai ko ia ‘eku 
fakamatalá. Naʻe ‘ikai ke ne foaki mai ha 
foʻi lea ka ne fāʻufua pē au mo kuku maʻu. 
Peá ma mohe ai pē ‘oku lele noaʻia pē 
homa loʻimatá peá ma kei fāʻufua pē. 
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Ko e taimi ko ia naʻe ‘omai ai au heʻeku teti Nuʻu Silá ke u hoko ko hono 
ʻōfefiné, naʻá ma puna mei Niuatoputapu he kiʻi vakapuna uta pasese pē ‘e toko 
hongofulu. Ko e fuofua taimi ia ke u heka vakapuna ai pea naʻá ku ilifia heʻene 
ʻuʻulú. Naʻe toe hangē ia kia au ko e longoaʻa ‘a e peau kulá.

Naʻe ala mai ‘eku tamaí ‘o kuku atu hoku nimá mo ne fakalotolahi mai,  
“ʻOku sai pē ia, Meleane. Sio angé ki he ngaahi ʻaó ‘enau fakaofó! ‘Oku nau 
fakaʻofoʻofa ‘aupito, ko ia?” Naʻá ku sio ki he ‘aó mo e tahí ʻi lalo ‘aupito ‘oku 
hangē hake ia ha fala ukameá ‘o ngalo ai ‘a e ilifiá.

Ko e vakapuna naʻá ne ‘ave maua ki ‘Okalaní naʻe lahi ange ia, ka naʻá ku kei 
ongoʻi ilifia pē. Naʻá ku mei mohe pē au he puna houa e tolu ko iá. Naʻe tala mai 
e heʻeku tetí, he kamata pē ‘a e folaú, “ʻOku ai ‘a e ngaahi katuni mālie te ke lava 
‘o sio ai, kapau te ke fie sio ai.” Ka naʻe ‘ikai te u anga au he sio katuní, ko ia naʻe 
‘ikai te u tokanga au ki ai. Naʻe ‘ikai foki te u fie kai. Naʻá ku feinga au ke u toʻa.
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Ko ‘eku faʻē Haʻamoá ‘a Easter, mo hoku tokoua ko Tilí, naʻá na tali kimaua 
he malaʻe vakapuná. Ko Tilí ‘oku fakahingoa ia ki he tokoua ‘ene kui fefine ‘i 
Haʻamoá.  Ko hoku fāmili Nuʻu Silá ‘oku nau lea faka-Tonga, faka-Haʻamoa, mo 
faka-Pilitānia. ‘Oku toe mahino pē ka nautolu mo e ngaahi lea faka-Mauli ‘e 
niʻihi. Naʻá ku ‘ohovale he lea faka-Tonga mai ʻeku faʻē foʻoú mo hoku tokouá. 
Naʻa mau feʻiloaki ‘o na kuku au mo ʻumaʻi pea pehē mai ‘e he‘eku mamí, “ʻOku 
mau fiefia ke talitali lelei koe ki Nuʻu Silá ni, Meleane. Ui au ko Mami pe ko Easter, 
ha meʻa pē ‘okú ke fiemālie ki aí. Ko ho tokouá eni ko Tili. Naʻe ‘ikai kei faʻa tatali 
ke mo feʻiloaki.”

Naʻe ala mai ‘a Tili ‘o puke atu hoku nimá, ‘o taki atu au ki he tauʻanga 
meʻalelé. Naʻe pehē mai ia, “Naʻe ‘ikai ke u lava ‘o mohe ‘anepō. Naʻá ku fuʻu 
fiefia. Naʻá ke feʻiloaki mo hotau fanga tuongaʻané ‘i Nukuʻalofa hoʻomo ʻōmaí? 
‘Oku palōmesi mai ‘a Teti te nau ōmai he Kilisimasí.”

Teʻeki ke u tali atú kuo pehē mai ʻa Mami Easter, “Tili, sio ki ho halá pea ‘oua 
te ke faʻa lea. Te ke fiu pē he talanoá haʻatau aʻu ki ʻapi.”

Naʻá ku oliʻia ai – ‘i he founga lelei pē.
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Ko ‘eku tamaí, ‘a Sione, naʻá ne ‘omai au ki Nuʻu Sila ke 
u “malu” ʻo hangē ko ‘ene laú. Naʻá ne ‘ave hono ongo fohá 
ki Tonga ke ako ‘a e leá, anga fakafonuá, mo e ‘ulungaanga 
faka-Tongá. Naʻá ne tala mai ‘oku ʻikai te ne fiemaʻu ke 
ngalo hoku fāmili ʻi Tongá. “Ka ko ho fāmilí eni pea ‘oku ou 
fakaʻamu pē te ke lata pē mo fiefia heʻetau nofó.”

Naʻá ku kole ange kia Teti ke fakamatala mai angé ha 
ngaahi meʻa ki he fāmilí.

Naʻá ne tala mai, “ʻOku ʻi ai ho kāinga ʻi Tonga, Nuʻu 
Sila, ʻAositelēlia, mo ‘Amelika. Te ke feʻiloaki mo e niʻihi 
ʻia nautolu he Sāpaté pea ʻi he fakataha fakafāmili he taʻu 
kahaʻú ‘i ‘Ameliká, te ke feʻiloaki ai mo e tokolahi ‘o e fāmilí 
ʻoku nau nofo he ngaahi feituʻu kehekehe ʻi māmani. Ko e 
fakahingoa au ki hoʻo kuí, ko Sioné.”

Naʻá ku kiʻi ongoʻi māfana makehe. ‘I heʻeku tupu hake 
ʻi Niuatoputapú, naʻe ‘ikai haʻaku fakakaukau ‘e taha te u 
sio ʻi māmani lahi. Ka ko eni ‘oku fuʻu lahi fau ‘a e ngaahi 
meʻa fakafiefia ke u fakatuʻamelie ki ai mo e feʻiloaki mo e 
kāingá. He ʻikai pē ha taimi te u nofo paea ai.

Ko ia ʻi ʻOkalaní, ‘oku mau ō ki he lotú he pongipongi 
Sāpate kotoa pē. Hili iá, he efiafí, ‘oku mau ō ʻo ʻaʻahi ki 
homau kāinga Tongá mo Haʻamoá. Ka naʻa mau talitali ‘a e 
niʻihi ‘o nautolu ‘i hoku ʻuluaki Sāpate ʻi ‘Okalaní. Hangē ko 
ia ʻi Tonga mo Haʻamoá, ‘oku mau kai ʻumu, ‘o taʻo ai ‘a e 
ʻufi, talo, kape mo e lū sipi pe pulu māsima. ‘I hoku ʻuluaki 
Sāpaté, naʻe ʻi ai foki mo ‘emau puaka tunu ‘e ua, pea naʻe 
toko lahi ‘a e kāinga naʻá nau ʻōmai mo e meʻatokoni ke 
talitaliʻaki au ki Nuʻu Sila. Naʻá ku ongoʻi hounga‘ia moʻoni 
heʻenau ‘ofá.
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Pea ko hoku ‘aho ʻuluaki he akó – ko e ‘aho ia ‘o e ngaahi meʻa fakaʻohovale!
Naʻá ku mā mo tailiili, ka naʻe angaʻofa ‘aupito ‘a e puleakó, Mrs Peterson. 

‘Oku maheni lelei pē ia mo Mami Easter.
Ko ʻeku faiako he kalasi ako he lea ‘e uá, ‘a Mrs Tuʻinukuafe, naʻá ne talitali 

fiefia au. “Mālō e lelei, Meleane. Ko hoʻo faiako Kalasi 6 au. ‘Okú ke saiʻia ange  
ke u ui koe ko Meleane pe ko Lupe? ‘Oua te ke tokanga ki he ‘ikai ke ke fuʻu lava 
lelei ‘o lea faka-Pilitāniá. Te mau akoʻi koe, ‘ikai ko ia, Sepi?”

Naʻá ku tala ange ‘oku ou saiʻia ke ui au ko Meleane. Ko Sepí ‘okú ma kalasi 
fakataha pea ‘oku tangutu pē hoku tafaʻakí. ‘Okú ne fakahinohino mai ‘a e  
meʻa ke u faí. Ko ʻene tamaí ko e Tonga pea ko ʻene faʻeé ko e Haʻamoa,  
ʻo hangē pē ko aú.

Naʻe fakafeʻiloaki au ‘e Tili mo Sepi ki hona ngaahi kaungāmeʻá. Naʻe ‘ikai  
ke u ongoʻi ko ha tokotaha foʻou au, he ʻoku tokolahi ʻaupito ‘a e fānau Pasifika 
he ‘apiakó. Pea toe ʻi ai foki mo e fānau ako Pālangi mo e Mauli, pea mei he 
ngaahi matakali kehe pē.

‘Oku teʻeki ke fuʻu mahino ‘a e meʻa lahi he lea faka-Pilitāniá, koeʻuhí  
‘oku mau toki kamata ako pē ‘a e lea faka-Pilitāniá he Ta‘u 4 ʻi Tonga, ka ʻoku  
ou fanongo pē mo siofi ‘a e anga ʻo e leá mo e ngaahi meʻa ‘oku fai ‘e he  
fānau kehé.

Ko e ‘aho naʻe toki ‘osí, naʻá ku pehē ange ai kia Tili, “ʻOku ou saiʻia hotau 
‘apiakó. ‘Oku lahi ʻaupito ‘a e ngaahi meʻa foʻou ke u akó pea mo e toe tānaki mai 
haku ngaahi kaumeʻa foʻou.”

Naʻe kata ‘a Tili. “ʻOku ou fiefia lahi au ke ʻi ai haku tokoua ke fakaʻaliʻali!”
Kuó u maʻu ha fāmili foʻou ke u ‘ofa ai. Ko ‘eku mātuʻa naʻe ‘i Tongá te na nofo 

maʻu pē hoku lotó. Ka ‘oku ou toe ‘ofa foki hoku fāmili Nuʻu Silá, ‘o tautautefito 
ki hoku tokoua ko Tilí, ‘a ia ʻokú ne tokoniʻi au heʻeku lea faka-Haʻamoá mo e  
lea faka-Pilitāniá. Ko e meʻa lelei moʻoni ‘a e nofo fakataha mo e kakai ʻoku nau 
‘ofaʻi kitá.
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